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Who through the Miskartunes of her Parents, 


| was ſent Servant to a rich Lady, in whoſe [ 
Family happen'd many ſtrange Particulars, 1 
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A go was a Miner s J 0 ter in  Hamp- 
£. fire. who had 5555 ST Labour to 
ſapport a Wife and, Nets 5 aughters. Polly 
0 the eldeſt, Sally the next, and Jenny ho 

ungeſt. Notwithſtanding their ſtinted for- 

Fu * *Y Mather kept them with Spinnin 
and other houſewifely induſtry, very, neat 125 
clean in tbeir 7 lone Fg All the three Girls 
were remarkably pretty, but Polly was ſo to 
greater Degree. At the Age of Fifteen ſhe 


ſh:wed a particrlar Sprightlineſs, Vivacity and 


Wit; and often pronounced judgement, upon 


different Accidents, with a clearneſs of Under- 1# 
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ſtanding, not to be expected from one of her 
Age and Education; which amonnteg eg no 
more than a Country Shool, Working Reading 
and Writing. „ 

The Millers Bufineſs declining, he was ob- 
liged to think of parting with his Daughters 
which Was a werf great Unhappipeſs to him, 


4 


and the Mother was almoſt ihconfolableat the 


Thought: But Neceſſity would have it ſo, and 


they looked out in order to get a Place for 


Polly; who, being the eldeſt, they thopght ſhe 
ought to be firſt Provided for. ? They xeard of 


many Plces; but, ſo tender was their Care of 
her, that they inquir'd into every Particular of 
the Family before they would think of_letting 


their Daughter go into it. As they were ſo 


difficult to pleaſe, it was ſome Time before 
they could fix: At length they heard of a Ser- 
vice to their Minds. It was in the Family of a 


widow Lady, whom T ſhall mention by the 


name of Louiſa, whoſe Husband was killed 
at a battle in Flanders. This Lady had only 
one Son, and a Daughter of about five Years 
old. Lik'd Polly, and knew the Charcter of 
her Parents, that they were honeſt working 
People, and readily excepted of her to wait 


upon Miſs. She was greatly lik'd in the Fa- 


mily 
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mily, and every Thing dem! d contrived to 
make her 
Charles, the Son of Louiſe was about Nine-| 
teen, and juſt upon the point of buying a Com- 
miſſion he was a gay young Fellow, was not 
| in ſenſible of the Beauty of Polly, and he 
often gave her a kind Glance, and ſometimes 
a gentle Squeeze by the Hand, which ſhe took 
for a Mark of his Eſteem, and valu'd heſelf 
upon the Honour he confer'd on her. 
From theſe little Familiarities he procceded g 
to greater, and took every Occaſion to whiſper 
ſoft Thin s in her Ear; 3 and ſometimes ſtole 
a Kiſs, which Polly reciev'd but did not Sive 
any Marks of Approbation. 

.. He went on with theſe light Pleaſures for 
near eight Months, without gaining in that 
Time any opportunity of being more explicit: 
At laſt he met her one Evening, gathering 
Fruit in the Orchard, when he attack'd her in 
a more violent Manner, kiſs'd her a thouſand 
Times, and even proceeded to attempt greater 
Liberties; ; when Polly, with a decent Indigna- 
tion, threw herſelf from him, and with a noble 
Reſolution Virtue only can aſſume, ſaid, | 
Str, I am afraid your Warmth does not proceed | 
frm Love, buf a vain n Opinion that. as I am a 


Servant ; 
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£ geh ban in oh Family, vol habt 1 Power w 
treat me as you pleaſe, I have forbore rep roach- 
ing your Polly,” white it kept within ' the Rules 
of Deceny';/ hut, fes you haut eeavovurtd fo 
break them, I 1 Tiffrit you, That ahattvet 
Duty I am bound to,” my Virtue 18 my bn, 70 
be protected by 7 57 any Afaults of 
Power or Bribes of Wealth ; and Fence you . B52. 
oveeded in a Manner mi ſberoming 
18 and benath ny Vice, 1 qr 24 if you 
are ſenſible of your Pal,” 70 knee. dtn and 
ash my Pardon: But if your Vanity is fa pte- 
dominant as think your baſe Defign is Honour Yo 
me; know ] dare diſpute y our Conduct, and for 
Juſtice will relate my Cafe to your Mother, 
10% Honour will not Te her Potttnafs for a Son 
' Diſerace ber Chare&#er and Family. With theſe 
Words ſhe flew towards the Houfe. leaving 
Charles in Aſtoniſhment at her uncommon Re- 
| ſolution: Soon as he could recover himfelf he 
followed her in, in order to prevent her ac- 
quainting the old Lady his Mother with what 
had paſs'd. But ſhe was too quick for him; 
for before he could overtake her ſhe got into 
her Lady's, Chamber, where he did not chuſe 
to > follow ker ; or "if he had, he well kn he 
V "Cound 
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could have no Opportunity of ſpeaking to her 


here. e 3 e 
Polly, notwithſtanding her Threats, had too 


much. Diſcretion to diſturb the od Lady with 
a Story of ber Son, which of Courſe would 
make her uncaſy, injure him in ker Favour, and 


get herſelf the Hatred of the whole Family. 
Charles waited with Impatience to ſee her, 
which he did not till the next Morning. He 
took her by the Hand, and trembling begg'd 


ſhe would forgive what had paſſed, and for the 


future ſhe ſhould have no occafion to complain 


of his Behaviour; adding, My dear Polly, 1 


doat on you, and if I ſometimes take more Liberty 
than your Modeſty will grant don't impute it to 
want of Reſpect; but on the contrary, to the moſt 
violent Paſſion, the moſt tender Love that ever 


yet poſſeſt the heart of Man. Polly was not diſ- 
leas'd with theſe kind Expreſſions; for tho? . 


xxx Virtue was proof againſt all Attacks of Vice, 
yet ſhe had a Heart ſuſceptable of Love, and 
hadentertain'd ſome tender thoughts of Charles z 
for he was a tall young Gentleman form'd b 
Nature ta attract the Fair Sex. The Pleaſure 
ſhe felt from Charles Declaration of Love gave 
new Luſtre to her Beauty and freſh Spirits to 


her 
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her Wit, which ill encreas'd the Paſſion of her 
Lover. 
It was not long before theſe Lovers on- 
feſs'd their mutual Paſſions to each other, and 
even ſettled the Time of their happy Union. 
While they were happy in Expectation of their 
future Joys, came down from London ohe Mr. 
Le Dupe, a young Fellow of Fortune, but of 
moſt debauch'd Morrals. As he Had been In- 
timate with Charles at School, hew as genteely 
receiv'd by Louiſa and all the Family.- 
Charles ſoon unboſm'd himſelf to his Friend „ 
told him the Paſhon he had for Polly, and his 
Reſolution of marring her as ſoon as he was 
his own Maſter. 
Te Dupe, who had no Senſe of "DR 
Love whoſe Amours had never mounted higher 
than with a common Proſtitute in a Brothel, - 
and never felt the Paſſion in its Vigout, when 
| Virtue ſanRifies the Flame, blamed his Reſo- 
lation; ſaying, What? marry a little Servant. 
Wench, that your Foot man may have had before 
Jou? No, no, give her two or three, Pieces, 
enjoy her for a Week or two, and then turn ber 
about her Buſineſs. Prithe don't be @ Fool: You 
| don. t know how to attack a Wench of this Kind; 
let 
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tet me take her in hand, and Fli lay a Hundred 


Pounds ſhe's minis before To:morrw Night," 


ML Dupe kept continualy buzzing in his Ears | 


the Scandal he would bring upon his Family 


by marrying ſo much beneath his Rank, and 
_ other Arguments; vrhieh had ſo much Effect 
upon Charles that thb* they could not alter 
his Affections, yet broke in upon that Honour 
he had hitherto maintain'd and ſet him upon 
puſhing, at the compleating his Wiſhes, with- 


aut repeating his Promiſmmme. 


An Opportuinity to try his Deſign was not- 
hard to obtain; for ſince Charles's Generous | 
Behaviour Po/ly made no ſcruple of meeting 
him when ever ſhe could gain Time from her 
Attendance on her Lady. He appointed her to 
meet him in the ſummer houſe, at the end of 


the Grove in the Garden, —- When they 
were met, Charles began in his uſual gentle 


Stile; 'till, baving work ' d himſelf into an Ex- | 


taſy, he proceeded to Violence, and would cer- 
tainly have ruin'd. the Object that he lov'd, had 


not Polly, enrag'd at this unexpected Treat- 


ment, ſnacth'd his Sword; and, in the Extra- 
vagance of her Anger, thruſt it into his Breaſt. 


He fell, and the Floor was ſoon cover'd with 
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Blood. 2 
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Polly, ſurprized' and ſhock” dat what ſhe had 
done, flood motionleſs till:Gharlesrecover'd' $pt- 
' rits enough to ſay O Polly, I forgive" you; dont 
think too hardy of me, for Aden: T'eftempted 
was by the over Perſuaf tons of La Dupeſ and nor 
my owg Iuclinatons. Bur call for Hrtp, or 
Ball 2 to Meat b. Poly rum out, but he 
cry' di after her, O my Love g nor ro tht Houſe, 
but make your Eſcape; for if 1 die, the Truth 
will never be known. Your juſt Refentments will 
turn againſt you, and you 50 be puniſb d for de 
Jending that which Tſo baſely 'woulg hu Y 
Polly was tod much! alarin'd totake any No- 
tice of theſe Cautions, butiran {creaming into 
the Houſe, ſaying all the Way, I have -mur- 
der d him O poor Charles, I have murder d 
him! The Family was ſoon alarm'd and went 
to his Aſſiſtance, but found him ſpeechleſs, and 
quite incapable of giving any Anſwer, thro' 
the Effuon of Blood he had loſt, Surgeons 
were ſent for, and all proper Means us'd for his 
Recovery; nor were they without Hopes, for 
the ſurgecns ſaid, The Wound was not mor- 
tal; and if they could: prevent, a Fever, 
he was in no Danger. 
Before Charles could be brought to his 6 
Polly uſed with the utmoſt Contempt; and tho' 
not put into the Hands of an Othcer, yet was 
4 ſtrictly 
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trictlywwatch'd, and made a Ptiſoner in nal 


on Chamber, where ſhe tore her Hair, and 


felt:theiextremeſt Agonies for her expiring Lo- 
ver; Begging to ſee him; ſaying, Let me but 


1 | ſee.bim die, und you fhall bt Witne)s of the Juſtice 


b: 202): execute \on\myſe if. 2888 0 Fee en 
Raſpnejs. 421 101 0015 | 
While Polly was in chis Condition, Charles, 
was not behind her in Agony, his Wound was 
ſcarcely dreſs d. before he call'd for Polly. 
Fetch hervto my Sight, ſaid he, ny dear, my. 
airtupus Laub, or all your Care to beal me will 
privve ine fectual: And when they refuſed his 
Requeſt, ſaying," : What would you have your | 


Murderen in your Beſom; No, let her be given | 
_ wp.to Fuſlice. Fuſtice! replied he, any Sen- 


tance i bat paſſes on Polly muſt. diſgrace the 


Judge, and ſhame the Proſecutor, unleſs it be 


to raiſe 'a Monument to ber Virtue ; that by her 


Example, Paſſions may be puniſhed as they de- 
ſer ve! Fetch. ber to me, pane he, immediate- | 


ly; or, by all my Hopes of Ha Happineſ hereafter, 


Til rend open my Wound and put an end to al! 


my pains at once. | 

Louiſa and her Friends, ſeeing him ſo reſo- 
lute, reſolved to comply with his Requeſt, || 
left: the Agony of Mind he was in ſhould throw | 


B 2 | him | 


98 ) 
| him into a Fever, and defeat all their Hopes 
of ſaving him. Accordingly. ' Polly "was! ſent 
for; who came trembling aod.weepirig) to the 
Bed-ſide, where Charles madeia Motion with 
his Hand for her to fit down, and then begg'd 
his Mother and the Company to withdraw. 
When they were gone, ally ſell upòn her 
Knees, and begg'd Pardon for her Ruſhiie(s; 
adding, I hope you will recover ; but, if Pro- 
dence decrees otherwiſe, let me have: your For 
 giveneſs. It will be ſome comfort to my Saul, 
that will ſoon take its Flight auben you are gona. 
Charles with all the ae, Love, reply'd; 
Polly, don t torment thyſelf, you. have done \but 
ul, ice. If Iſurvive, Dll prove the high regard 
1 pay your Virtue: if I die, let it be a Mark of 
| Jour Eſteem, in obeying my Commands, of being 
| happy and enjoying my Fortune My Priend per- 
Juaged me or I had never deferved your  Reſent 
ment. Here a.Flood of Tears ſtopp'd their 
Wor'ds till Louiſa and her Copier return'd 
with the Surgeon, WhO gave them vat Nur 


of his Recovery. 


| Charles lay a Fortnight ill; duciog: which 
Time he would have no Attendant but Pelly, 
| wio chearfully undertook the Office af. a . 


Noſe: 
Whether 


- 
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Whether Pollys preſence DE the the tender 
Diſcourſe be had 15 her, any ways contri- 
boted-0.bis Health, I. know not; but it is 
certain, in eight Days Time he recover'd be- 
yond the ba 45 of the Phyſicians. At the end 
of a F nigpy was able to ride, walk, and 
uſe every Exe f. bs ufual. the Mement he 
found he was fit to go abroad, he inſiſted on 
his Mothers fixing the Day of Marriage with 
Polly. She comply'd with his Inclinations, 
the Ceremony was performd, accordingly and 
the Nuptials were celebrated with all the Joy 
and Magnificence the Occaſion required. They 
are now alive and happy, and the incidents in 
their Courtſhip made them more indearing 
to each other, and often divert a leiſure Hour. 
I hope every Youth that reads this, will 
have” the ſame Honour of Charles and every | 
wens Lady the h heroic: Virtue of Polly. ENT 
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15 KNOW not any gelb ig that can hüpfen ton 
young fellow! at bis fir ſetting out in life, thab in falling into 
low company. He that finks to a familiarity with perſons. much 
below his oben level, will be conftantly weighed down by his baſe 
connections; and though he may eaſily plunge ſtill lower, he will 
find it impo ot ever to fiſe again We canrot give a liberal 
turn o of min to a vulg ar by introducing him to, item 


embroidery; but a gentleman will as hatüfally catch the invtthers 
of a blackguard by mixing with black guards as he would daub 
his cloaths with ſoot by running againſt a chimney ſweeper. 

| The apes of quality affect to look upon all others. who have 
'no-relifh. for the amuſements, of high life, or do not Chaſe to pay 
'a guinea for their ordinary, as downright vulgars ; and it was 
with the utmoſt contempt [ once heard a young coxcomb of faſh- 
Jon ſpeak of a molt intimate friend, that he ſhould be forced to 
drop his acquaintance, becauſe he kept ſuch low company.” 
Neither would 1 confine this appellation ſolely to the inferior or- 
ger of iradeſmen and mechanics, or the whole body of the mo- 
bility in general; for although this rank of people may be lite. 
rally laid to * in low life, a right * who lets himſelf 
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1 .to the manners of a porter or hackney cgachman, differs 
 Fromt m in nothing but his title. 982 WOES | 
wy ta who are naturally of a groveling diſpoſition, ſhew it 
ren at ſchool, By chuſing their play-mates from the ſcum of the 
claſs} and are never. ſo happy, as when they, can, fteal;down,.ta 
romp” with the ſervants in the kitchen. hut the moſt frequent 
caüle is the debte of being, as it it called the, head of the cam. 
pan) and a perſon of this hamble. ambition will be very well 
content to pay the reckoning, for the honour of being diſtinguiſhed 
by the title of the gentleman, It ſometimes happens, that a man 
og ious and learning will ſtoop to receive the incenſe of mean 
and; Titerate flatterers in a porter: houſe or a cyder-cellar ; and 1 
remember to have heard of a poet, who was once canght in a bawdy 
kouſe in the very fact of reading his yerſes to the good old mother 
ada Afcle of hep daughter... „10e b 090 boy 


from affe&ion of humour, and from a notion of ſeeing life ard a 
defire of being accounted men of humour, have deſcended to aſſo- 
ciate with the meaneſt of the mob, and picked their cronies from 
White Chaple and Broad St.- Giles's, Of theſe characters the moſt 
remarkable is a young fellow of family and fortune, ho was 
born and bred a gentleman, but has taken great pains to degrade. 
himſelf; and is now as complete a black guard as thoſe whom he, 
has choſen for his companions. He will drink purl in a morning, 
ſmoke his pipe in a night cellar, and eat black puddings. at Bar- 
tholomewy Fair, tor the bumour of the thing. All the while he is 
teconed by his friends to be a mighty good natured gentleman, and 
wi hout the leaſt bit of pride in him. 
80 1 order to qualify himlelf for the ſociety of the vulgar, | Bob has 
ſtudied and practiſed all the vulgar arts under the beit mallers. , He 
has therefore cultivated an acquaintance, with Buckbor/e, and is 
very proud of being ſometimes admitted to the honour of converſing 
with the great Broughton himſelf, . He. is alſo very well known 
among the hackney coachmen as a brother-whip; but his greargft 
excellence is cricket playing, n which he is reckoned as good a 
bat as either of the Benrets; ard is at length arrived at the ſu- 
preme dignity of being diſlinguiſied among his brethren of the 
wicket by the title of Lang Robin, | 


» 
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It is diverting enough to ' confider the fate of many of Bob's 
intimate friends and acquaintance. Tt muſt be owned, that ſome 
of theſe have come to an untimely end; that ſome have been ſent 
abroad, and others been ſet in the pillory, or whipt in Brideævell. 
One of Bob's favourite amuſements is attending the executions at 
Thzrn: and it once happened, that one of his companjons was 
unfortunately brought thither; when Bob carried his regard for his 
deceaſed friend ſo far, as to get himſelf knocked down by entlea- 
vouring to reſcue the body from the furgeons. 75 | 

As Hob conſtantly affects to mimic the air and manners of the 
yulgar, he takes care to enrich his converſation with the empha- 
tical oaths and expreſſive diale& of Billingſgate and St. Giles; 
which never fails to recommend him as a man of excellent humour 
among the choice /pirits and the /ors of ſound ſence and ſatigfaction, 
and frequently promotes him to the chair in theſe facetious ſocieties. 
But he'is particularly famous for ſinging thole cant ſongs, drawn 
up in the lingo of ſharpers and pick pockets; the humour of 
which he greatly ſets off and heightens, by ſcrewing up his mouth, 
and rolling about a large quid of tobacco between his jaws. 

Bob has indulged the fame notions of humour even in hs amours ; 
and he is well known to every ſtreet walker between Charing Craſi 
and Cheaffide, This has, ruined his conſtitution, and often in- 
volved him in ſeveral unlucky ſcrapes. He has been frequently 
bruiſed, beat, and kicked by the bullies in Fleet- Diteb and Black 
bay-Alley; and he was once ſoundly drulibed by a ſoldier for en- 
gaging with his trull in St. James's park. The laſt time I ſaw 
him, he was laid up with two black eyes, and a broken head, 
which he got is a midnjght'ckirmiſh about a miſtreſs in a night 
cellar, He had carried down a bunter which had picked up in the 
ſtreet, in order co treat her with a quartern of gin royal; when a 
ſturdy chairman attempting to take away his doxy, a battle enſued 
between them, and he was ſeverely handled, amid the univerſal 
cry of the whole company, of--. kick him 2 fitairs, kick him 
uþ fairs, . | | 
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